
Information for New Elective 
Placement Supervisors
Supervising MD Program elective students involves facilitating further 
knowledge development and guiding career exploration. 

Course Design
University of Toronto (U of T) students complete elective placements during their clerkship years: 
•	 May – June of Year 3 for two weeks and;  
•	 September – December of Year 4 for fourteen weeks through the Electives Course (ELV 410Y course). 

Most elective placements are two weeks in duration but can be up to four weeks.

Course Objectives
Elective placements provide students the opportunity to:
•	 gain experience in aspects of medicine beyond the core clerkship curriculum; 
•	 develop skills in greater depth, and; 
•	 explore and learn about the diverse fields of medicine to assist in career decision making and residency applications. 

Getting Started
To become a preceptor, you must be willing to provide outstanding clinical instruction & experience, have a U of T faculty 
appointment, and be registered in our Medical Student Information (MedSIS) catalogue. To begin the registration process, 
you can complete the Clerkship Clinical Elective Proposal Form.   

Tips
•	 It is helpful to keep in mind that students have purposefully selected these elective placements to expand their 

knowledge of your specialty and inform their future career choices. During these pivotal experiences, it is important 
for our preceptors to be mindful of any specialty biases or hidden curriculum. 

•	 Take time on the first day to orient your student to the clinical environment and the care team, as well as to discuss 
objectives and expectations (of both student and preceptor). It is important for the student to understand who they are 
reporting to each day (for example, if they are working with a team, or assigned to a different clinical preceptor for the day).

•	 In addition to expanding clinical knowledge and skills, students find it very helpful when you share additional informa-
tion about your specialty such as: (a) your path to choosing your specialty; (b) organization of a typical workday/week; 
(c) remuneration; (d) employment opportunities; and (e) how you balance your personal and professional life. It would 
be helpful to speak candidly, but a reminder to always keep it professional.

•	 Students work hard to leave a good impression on their elective preceptor. At the end of their elective placement, 
most students will request a letter of reference for their residency application. You may also choose to offer a letter 
of reference. However, if you do not feel you can provide the student with strong support via this letter, it is okay to 
respectfully decline. 

•	 Many residency programs will look favourably on students completing elective placements in their specialty or their 
program as a reflection of the student’s interest and commitment. However, electives should not be used as an “au-
dition” for a residency program. 

•	 Timely completion of student evaluation forms are essential, as students may rely on these documents for their 
Medical Student Performance Record (MSPR) and Canadian Resident Matching Service (CaRMS) applications.

•	 Students highly value carved out time for teaching and one-on-one feedback during their elective placement time. 
Early and direct feedback may be of greater importance if a developing area is identified early in the placement, 
allowing for adequate time to assess for improvement.  

•	 If needed, consider referring students for additional guidance and support to career counsellors at the Office of 
Learner Affairs (OLA) and the MD Program Elective Office. 

Resources
For more information, first visit md.utoronto.ca/information-elective-supervisors or email our Electives Office at 
electives.uoft@utoronto.ca
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