Why You May See a Student as Part of your Care Team 

A Message to Patients from Dr. _____
Great Question!  This office is a teaching site for the University of Toronto. I believe that both patients and trainees benefit from this being a teaching site.  There are many reasons for this:
1. Better care: Trainees make me a better doctor.
Many studies have demonstrated that teaching centers provide the best care.   Being an instructor keeps me up-to-date.  Access to a constant stream of lectures and conferences keeps me on my toes and aware of developments. 
2. Faster bookings: Students allow me to see more patients in a day.
They help me behind the scenes.  I can get more done in a day because I have someone to help with paperwork and daily tasks.
3. The most complex cases may benefit the most from seeing a student.
Students study literature for new and innovative therapies.  They have extra time allotted to spend with you (sometimes over an hour!) and can go over all the details of your case from the start.  This allows them to bring fresh perspectives to the table.
4. Energy and enthusiasm: Students work hard.
Students are often in the clinic with me researching and documenting until late in the evening. While there is a wisdom that comes with a few gray hairs, students bring with them a passion that only comes when things are new.  
5. Two heads are better than one!
A fresh look at something can help see a medical condition in a new way.  Yes, students sometimes pick up on things that experienced doctors will miss.  Medicine is complex.   Having two brains caring for you is better!
6. You have the opportunity to shape the future of medicine: 
It is often enjoyable for patients to see a student.  You have a lot you can teach a student.  They are interested to learn from your experiences with illness and the health care system. You are helping to shape the next generation of doctors.
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Both patients and trainees benefit from these interactions.
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Take a look at these interesting articles for more info. 
